
ESL or You Weren't Here: The Hidden
Curriculum of Academic English
For many students, the transition to higher education can be a challenging
one. They must not only adjust to a new academic environment, but they
must also learn the unspoken rules and expectations that govern success
in that environment. This hidden curriculum can be particularly difficult for
students who are not native speakers of English.
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The hidden curriculum of academic English is a set of unwritten rules and
expectations that students must learn to navigate in order to succeed in
academic settings where English is the language of instruction. These rules
and expectations can include things like:

The expected level of formality in written and spoken communication

The conventions of academic writing, such as the use of citations and
references

The expectations for participation in class discussions

FREE

https://commentary.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkE1ek40ekswc1BRaDJuRmduek9GQ1htbGRxUUdvUm1uVjZFeGkwZ1wvNFVlZUoyTEhmeE1hUHpuajZOV0x4RXl1Yk85b3hMXC9ia3FkZ1czb2lNVE1oY1RLMjJ0Skt2T0loNDd1WEhRYjVUOE5zSlNKaEswWUorZmY1bzRPOUtNcFhGNXhaM3E3Q0wrVndkZkR0TUlRdERMSDByblRQQXk2aEUwR292cWdnTHVnPSIsIml2IjoiZjZiODU1YmQ4YzIwMTkyZGE2ZmM4N2NiYTA5NmViNDkiLCJzIjoiODMzMzFhZWIwOWViMjM0ZiJ9
https://commentary.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IitlWGgwS2ZMYUlMVzJrVUJjWWw5ZjVWdWJnWlBvVk5wbzYyTkFzNjgxaDJyTFY1Q2hxQnV6eXpSWWRGMkZuUTh1d1VsNDBpNnRTZVBMVzltSjhlTGZBN1ZHMlFWcGxSejBXc1pGYVg5MnY4XC83U3RPQmhhZlZDaUJSdnpYOEszQU1YUjJLUXFXZXd0WW5vckE3dEtMQTB2VVJqR2VVMGtsMmxnTGlzdno4aGs9IiwiaXYiOiIyYjM5NGU4MTMxODFmYmJhZmIzYWU2M2Q4ZGUyODhkNiIsInMiOiJhOTI2ZGYxZTg0MTY5MDcyIn0%3D
https://commentary.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IktIMzMzVG5xVmU0dFA5T2p5eTNBWFEzbWN3dWxxMFdcLzB3c2Z2YUo2bnc3YVhLd245SUJcL1RtNE94RlZJUzlSWk53WEJkR281MHhnM3d3VGVBMUtcL2RCTTdEbldlXC9rS2ZsWVwvS3R5YjJKdXVkXC9IclBnTmNtTDJtZGxvTHZyU3VINlUrclVTUnFrZkFGdGZXcjNTRWZYXC84b0hHQTd0bytQXC83UFZZYUYxUUdBPSIsIml2IjoiOTQ1ZGYyNmU3MWRmZGJlNTkxNDJhNTg5YmZmYzUxN2YiLCJzIjoiNzAyZmZlMjhmYTBjNjg2NSJ9


The assumptions about cultural knowledge and background
information

Students who are not native speakers of English may not be aware of
these hidden rules and expectations, which can lead to feelings of
exclusion and discouragement. They may feel like they are not "smart
enough" or "good enough" to succeed in academic settings, when in reality
they simply need to learn the hidden curriculum.

It is important to recognize and address the hidden curriculum in order to
create more equitable and inclusive learning environments for all students.
This can be done through a variety of means, such as:

Providing explicit instruction on the hidden curriculum

Creating opportunities for students to practice the hidden curriculum

Encouraging faculty to be aware of the hidden curriculum and to make
their expectations clear

Creating a supportive learning environment where students feel
comfortable asking for help

By recognizing and addressing the hidden curriculum, we can help to
create more equitable and inclusive learning environments for all students,
regardless of their native language.

The Impact of the Hidden Curriculum on ESL Students

The hidden curriculum can have a significant impact on ESL students. They
may feel like they are not "smart enough" or "good enough" to succeed in
academic settings, when in reality they simply need to learn the hidden



curriculum. This can lead to feelings of exclusion and discouragement,
which can make it difficult to succeed in school.

In addition, the hidden curriculum can also lead to students being
misjudged by their teachers. For example, a student who is not familiar with
the conventions of academic writing may be seen as "unintelligent" or
"lazy," when in reality they simply need to learn the expected conventions.

It is important to remember that ESL students are just as capable of
succeeding in academic settings as native speakers of English. However,
they may need additional support to learn the hidden curriculum. By
providing explicit instruction on the hidden curriculum, creating
opportunities for students to practice the hidden curriculum, and
encouraging faculty to be aware of the hidden curriculum, we can help to
create more equitable and inclusive learning environments for all students.

How to Address the Hidden Curriculum in the Classroom

There are a number of things that faculty can do to address the hidden
curriculum in their classrooms. These include:

Providing explicit instruction on the hidden curriculum. This can
be done through a variety of means, such as handouts, workshops, or
class discussions.

Creating opportunities for students to practice the hidden
curriculum. This can be done through assignments, group projects, or
presentations.

Encouraging faculty to be aware of the hidden curriculum and to
make their expectations clear. This can be done through faculty



development workshops or by providing faculty with resources on the
hidden curriculum.

Creating a supportive learning environment where students feel
comfortable asking for help. This can be done by creating a
welcoming classroom environment and by being responsive to
students' questions and concerns.

By addressing the hidden curriculum in the classroom, faculty can help to
create more equitable and inclusive learning environments for all students.

The hidden curriculum of academic English is a set of unwritten rules and
expectations that students must learn to navigate in order to succeed in
academic settings where English is the language of instruction. These rules
and expectations can include things like the expected level of formality in
written and spoken communication, the conventions of academic writing,
the expectations for participation in class discussions, and the assumptions
about cultural knowledge and background information.

Students who are not native speakers of English may not be aware of
these hidden rules and expectations, which can lead to feelings of
exclusion and discouragement. They may feel like they are not "smart
enough" or "good enough" to succeed in academic settings, when in reality
they simply need to learn the hidden curriculum.

It is important to recognize and address the hidden curriculum in order to
create more equitable and inclusive learning environments for all students.
This can be done through a variety of means, such as providing explicit
instruction on the hidden curriculum, creating opportunities for students to
practice the hidden curriculum, encouraging faculty to be aware of the



hidden curriculum and to make their expectations clear, and creating a
supportive learning environment where students feel comfortable asking for
help.
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Sheppard Lee Written By Himself: A Journey of
Self-Discovery and Transformation
In the realm of literature, few works delve as deeply into the intricacies of
human identity as George MacDonald's seminal novel, Sheppard Lee
Written...
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Viper Naga Brides: Unveiling the Enthralling
Fantasy World Created by Naomi Lucas
In the realm of fantasy literature, Naomi Lucas has emerged as a master
storyteller, weaving intricate tales that captivate readers with their
depth,...
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