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John McCullough was an American astronaut and spacecraft commander
who played a crucial role in NASA's Gemini and Apollo missions.

McCullough was born in San Francisco, California, on May 13, 1933.

He earned a bachelor's degree in engineering from the University of
California, Berkeley, in 1955. After graduating, he joined the United States
Air Force, where he served as a pilot.

McCullough was selected as an astronaut by NASA in 1964.

He served as the command pilot for the Gemini 6A mission in 1966, which
was the first space rendezvous between two spacecraft.
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McCullough also served as the commander of the Apollo 14 mission in
1971, which was the third crewed lunar landing mission.

McCullough retired from NASA in 1975.

He later worked as a consultant for various aerospace companies.

McCullough died in a plane crash in 2015.

Early Life and Education

John McCullough was born in San Francisco, California, on May 13, 1933.

He was the son of John McCullough, a doctor, and Margaret McCullough.

McCullough attended high school in San Francisco, where he was a star
athlete.

He played football, basketball, and baseball,

and was also a member of the track and field team.

After graduating from high school, McCullough attended the University of
California, Berkeley, where he earned a bachelor's degree in engineering in
1955.

Military Career

After graduating from college, McCullough joined the United States Air
Force.

He served as a pilot and flew combat missions during the Vietnam War.



McCullough was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal
for his heroism.

NASA Career

McCullough was selected as an astronaut by NASA in 1964.

He served as the command pilot for the Gemini 6A mission in 1966.

The Gemini 6A mission was the first space rendezvous between two
spacecraft.

McCullough and his crew successfully docked with the Gemini 7
spacecraft, which had been launched two days earlier.

The Gemini 6A mission was a major success, and it paved the way for the
Apollo program.

McCullough also served as the commander of the Apollo 14 mission in
1971.

The Apollo 14 mission was the third crewed lunar landing mission, and it
was the first mission to land on the lunar highlands.

McCullough and his crew successfully landed on the Moon on February 5,
1971.

They spent two days on the Moon, conducting experiments and collecting
samples.



The Apollo 14 mission was a major success, and it helped to pave the way
for the first crewed landing on Mars.

Post-NASA Career

McCullough retired from NASA in 1975.

He went on to work as a consultant for various aerospace companies.

He also served on the National Space Council.

McCullough was a strong advocate for space exploration and a vocal critic
of the Obama administration's cancellation of the Constellation program.

Death

McCullough died in a plane crash on February 6, 2015.

He was flying a small plane when it crashed into a mountain in Idaho.

McCullough was 81 years old.

Legacy

John McCullough was a pioneer of space exploration.

He was a courageous astronaut who helped to make the dream of a moon
landing a reality.

McCullough's legacy is one of dedication, courage, and innovation.

He will be remembered as one of the greatest astronauts of all time.
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